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A Message from Ouwr Bishop

With all my heart 1 rejoice with First: Churel—pastor and  people
beeause vou are Tree Trom debte May one day of celebration be likewise o

day of vision and consecration!

First Chureh, Glendale, has o nobile tradition and inheritance. Yoo alsn
have a# plorious present fellowship, as proven not only by the raising of the
debt but by your effective partieipation in so many of the essentinl minisiries
of o Church of Chlrist,

You are set in a place of rare opportunity and responsibility in this time
of humanity's sturtling need, You are vich also in young life who hold the
futnare of all our institutions. T doubt whether vou fully realize your great
abilities for an expanding ministey o the community and (o the world in

the name and in the power of Christ onr Bedeemer and Lovd.

May God bless vou all and make this day of thankful jov. a time also

of =ulemn renewal of vows and purpose,

(Signed i James (L Baner



And It Came fo Pass

that a foresighted distriet superintendem and a retired minister from lowa,
after driving along the sandy roads which were mere clearings in the sage
brush and eactus of a townsite that was to be Glendale, envisioned a com:
munity that needed & Methodis) Churoh.

Dr. John Swallord, Superintendent of the Pasadena District, Leat the
hushes, and corralled 30 Methodists. who met with him in the Odd Fellows
Hall at Wilson and Glendale Avenue (the huilding still stand=) on Sunday.
October 111903 and organized the First Methodist Episcopal Clireh of
Glendale. On the following Sunday the new pastor, De. Charles B, Norton.
was in his pulpit and from that day forward, Methodism was a live growing
thing in Glendale.

Immediately. a movement was insugurated to secure suitable sites for o
Chiwrch and porsonage. The location seleeted was Wilson a1 Davion Court.
just & block ecast of Glendale Avenue, ot o cost of $1L000, This was raised
during the vear,

The close of the first year of Dr. Norton's ministry showed a membes-
ship roll of 58 which. of course. in Methodist Cireles. means that talk of
a new Chureh was under way, In 1905, the conversation culminated into
action, Subiseriptions were taken and on September 17, 1906, the new Churels
was dedicated, having been built at a cost of $8,000.00,

Onp Frovows Have—Carner Glendale Avespe amd Wilvom
The Churel was organized i this building in October, 1903




A Chunch i Built

Not many are left an onr Clhureh
roll who were present at the dedication
of this earliest edifice. Mrs. Emma
Burket, M, A, L. Bryant, Mrs. Hattie
Gavlord, Mrs. Ellen Faulkner, Mrs
| eser ,lum“-. \‘l'h. lll \l |.|'|'. “ '
Nortorn, Mr, and Mes. Wi, H, Reynolds,
Blaneh Tarr Morrow. Lillian  Ward
Sherman, Ray Sherman, and A, W,
Tower, just about complete the list,

Dy, Norton's kindly ministey ended
in 1007 when Rev. No L Burton came
to serve for one year, He was sncereded
Iy Rev. 1. F. Humphrey who spent live
(ruitful years in the parish. The Sunday
Sehool grew rapidly and lato in 1909 o
Sunday School Building was added. At
e end of Rev, Humphrey's pastorne
in 1913, the church membership wos
175 and the Chureh Seliool enrollment
wae 4500,

Ry, Coanees B Nowrox
Fiest Pastn Rev, Bede A, Johnson's pastorate
marked s rapid growth in both the
Chureh membership and in the School enrollment, making necessary the
erection of two bungalows to take care of the inereased School anendance.

But with the rapid growth of the eity, it was soon evident that the Church
and the site were both inadequate. After much disenssion it was decided 1o
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Chunch No. 2 i Dedicated

follow the population trend and move
down Wilson Avenue to the west a short
way. The land on which the Sunctuary
now stands wis |nu-’||u~--ul at the close
ol Rev. Johnsons ministry,

With the coming of Rev. B, Dudley
Snudden in 1915, the plans for a new
church edifice on the Wilson and Ken-
wood site began to unfold and on Au.
gust 1, 1916, the ground was broken
for o Church building to cost 850,000,040,
On June 10, 1917, this hoilding was
dedicated.

World War | was shaking the world
and Dr, Snudden was sent (o Eurape 1o
do his bit for the men of the army.
Charles H. Scott followed Dy, Snudden,
but sorved only one vear, having heen
called by the Conference to ch'\t‘lulo the
Pacilic Palisades Plan,

Dy, Clyde M. Crist was appointed
by the Conference of 1919, During this
preood Glendale beeame known as the

fastest srowing eity in the country and D 1 Duseey Syunoes
by the elose of Dr. Crist’s ministry in ‘astor 19151918

1922, the membership was about 1100,

Dr. Crist was [ollowed by two greal preachers, Dr. Henry L Rasmus in
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D Witk A, Brres

Pustor 19261020

1922 and Dr. Lincoln A. Ferris in 1921, and
during their ministry the Church membership
grew to 1500 and the Sunday School enrollment
o 1200, with an average attendance of 700

If you will recall that the average attendance
in the Sunday School was only slightly beyvond
that mak on Jonuary 1. 1946 —yon will then
realize how erowded and inadequate the Chureh
School must have been, meeting in the original
plant.

Dr. Will A, Betts, who was appointed 1o the
pastorate in 1920, realized that we must expand
our facilities il we were to keep step with the
prowing needs of our city, His faith. vision.
perseveranee and untiring energy soon galvan
ized the Chureh into action. A building com-
mittee composed of Charles [T Blankenship.
Wm. A. Gose. Charles W, Ingledue, Frank I
Tagzart, A, W, Tower and Thomas A, Wright

wils !'ll'l 3!'!' ;lllll lil.'"l~ WOere soan m ||u‘ lllilLi“‘,‘

To this commitiee it seemed that the important task was to ereet u build
ing that would adequately house the Church School Tor the nest twenty-five
years. The present education plant is the cesult of their planning. To date.
it i« one of the outstanding Chureh School buildings in the West. Along
with the vrection of this unit. the old building was completely overhauled

and remodeled,
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Lnowmen th

Fhe Baraca Class meets in the amtomoliles on the Chureh grounds in 1916
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Keany vou o Groosy Breasise ror rae Preesess Emvce o 1927
Inghedue, Rey

De, Betts, C W,
Sumner Roynolds and Ray Sherman m the Toreground,



Yourn asn LR LY ast o HOIMS IN THE DANCTUARY,

CATHEDEAL Lo ix e SANGToAnry, Jasvaxy, 19



iy, 1910 Hilda Preston and Earle B, bnmel, directors

1 . ’ ’
arle B, Tmwel, director: Halsead MoCormne, orgunist.




The new and remodeled building was dedicated on Sunday, Mareh 10,
1020, The toti] cost of the remodeling and the new stroetore was 8265,000,00.
Most of this mmount had been subseribed ar the ume of dedication, bt onls
partindly paid in, when the hand of the “great depression”™ was laid heavily
on the country and on our membership, The result was that in 1932 the
church found nself staggering under o heavy load of debr aod interest, the
highest total being S1O0.000000, We trimmed our budget but Kept on paying
the debt and in the nest five years pedoecd it 1o $265,000,00: then for the
next three veurs the interest alone kepl ts hastling. About this time the lintle
piant, “Penny-aMeal” jomed the Church and with his help and the help of
the Seenrity First National Baok which held the morntgnge. we paid oll
KOO0 anneally on the mwortgape Tor the next live years. In 1912, Sanctu
ary Crusade No, 1 brought in 8500000000 leaving an unpaid balanee of
STOR,000, 00,

Late in 1913 the Security Bank told us that they would give us the last
£20,000,00 if we would raise 82500000 and pay ofl the monzape. This
was just the spark we needed and o erusade comminee was formed, plans
made, and with the pastor. D, Paul ) Huehner and Dr, Waldo Weller of
the Board of Home Missions and Church Extension leading, the Crysade
No. 2 was lnunched on Sunduy, Tanvary 230 1900 Three weeks later on
Vietory Sunday. Febiuary 131, the subseriptions reported more than covered
our oblivations. A pew losn was arraneed with the Board of Churely Exten
sion and with this money and the cash eollected during the campaign, the
hank mortgage was liquidated

I the Last week of 1915 the lost cheek for the balunce due on the mor

Siovine T Last Covon, Decionnie, 1995—Seated = De. Hueloor, Ernest Ospood o stand
inz. feft o vizht: A, W, Tower, Dougliss Powell, Feed M. Edwards, Edwin A, Ingham




sage with Board of Church Extension was signed and mailed, The eancelled
mortgage has heen reccived and will be hurned on Sunday, Felieuary 101,
Enough additional money has heen vecvived 1o cover the halanee due on the
annuities which were received in the Crusade, and the Chureh s now ready
to celebirate one of the creat days in its historv—a day of freedom from debt.

Just previons to Crusade No, 20 $10,000.00 was mised 1o enlarge and im.
prove the pipe orgen, This has been done and we have one of the finest pipe
organs in the Southiland. The land. buildings. organ and furnishings of the
Clirel ave now worth 837500000, fiparing the baildings aond Tammislings
at replucement value today.

A Yourn Guove a1 Casre Rassoun i 1M5—De and Mes Huelper and Martha
lunes are with the grougp.

Primarily, this briel historical sketeh is concerned with the building
program of the Church, but the two strong pastorn! leaders who kept the
fives glowing on the altars of the Chueeh through the trving years of the
depression, Deo Hardy AL Togham (1929:1033) and Do Wo €0 Hodgson.
(195331903 did a magnificent piece of work, Through their elforts the
membership grew 1o 2300 and the interest was pald and the debt <lightly
reduced,

This chronicle would not he complete without o word concerning (he
part the Ladies Aid and lately the Woman's Society of Christian Serviee has
plaved in putting this debt behind us. We have no figures on Churehies No,
One and No. Two, but we kpow that the women did more than their share.
On Church No. 3. in the first campaign they subseribed $25,000.00, and poid
more; and in Crosade No, | and No. 2 they subseribed §T.00000 and paid
it, God Bbless the women!

Auy attempt to name those other than our pastors and the Women's
Savieties who have rendered unusual serviee by gifts of time and money
would seem to fail of due recopnition of the hundreds of others. whe not
onee. but again and again, with sincerity and saerifice have contributed their
full share aecording to their ability,

Without distinetion and with unitv ol Spirit. let us give thanks to God
whose suidance has brought us 10 this day.
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Leaders Through the UYears

ASSISTANT PASTORS AND DIRECTORS OF CHRISTIAN EDUCA.
TION—Carl C. Seitter, Harry L Rosmus, Jr.. C. Sumner Reyoolds, Wendell
B. Kramer. Miss Ethel Ristine, Rollo Dunham, Mrs, Hazel Paramore Graves.
Lewis E. Durham, James B, Wilson. Dr. A. 0. Hinson, Mrs. Harold Hem-
ingway, Miss Martha Jones.

ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE — Clifford 1. Chaffec. Dy, Hardy

Ingham, Frank E. Gates, Rev, Earl B, Grundy, Albert G. Teachman, Jr.

DIRECTORS OF MUSIC  Mrs. George Moyse. Charles Lamb, C, D).
Lushy. Mrs. Leors Cammack, Miss Lsabelle lsgrig. F. Vance Evans, Floyd
Brown. A. Cecil Marshall. Irving Steinel, Arthur Shank. Charles (. Hirt,
Eric Baber. Halstead MeCormne, Earle B, Tmmel.

ORCHESTRA DIRECTORS - Dr. Hawks (. K. Aston.

CHURCH SECRETARIES—Mr=- Myrile Brown, Miss Rosa Peck, Miss
Anne Mercey, Miss Winifred Fesanden, Mrs, S, Miniken, Miss Mabel Gilbert,

ORGANISTS Mrs. George Moyvse, Frances Hendershoit, Lillian Ward
Sherman, Mrs. Harriet Randall. Miss Mabel Adsit. Ralph Day. Mrs. Paul
Butterfield. Mrs. Rebeeea Grimes. Halsead MeCormac.

CHURCH SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS — Mrs, (.. E. Russell, Thomas
W. Watson. Alplhonso W, Tower. Frank P. Taggart. Howard Butierfield,
Kenneth Montgomery, ). S Swan,

CUSTODIANS— George Ward, Henry Kalberlah, Jacoh Wilson, Georse
MeCormack. Walter Smoot. Robt. J. Wiggins.

WOMAN'S AID SOCIETY - Mrs. Lovice Brown, Mre, Frank Litehficld.
Mrs, H, L. Kimball, Mrs, George W, Allen, Mrs, Rebecea Laey. Mys. C. D,
Lusby. Mr=. Ed. M. Lee. Mes. Katherine Chamberlain, Mrs, Chare's Starkey.
i\lrs. George Pomeroy, Mis. L. D, Huskell. Mrs. J. €, Foulks, Mrs, P, O,
RITOTS

WOMEN'S SOCIETY OF CHIUSTIAN SERVICE - Mes, Edwin A, Ing-
ham, Mrs. Ernest E. Osgood, Mrs, Harold W. Hart.

WOMEN'S HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY —Mes, (. W, Spickerman.
M. € W. Ingledue. Mrs. . F. Geiger. Mrs. S. & Wheeler, Mrs, P. O,
Lueas, Mrs. W. I Nichols, Mrs, George A, Foote, Mrs. Bernard Brennan
Mrs. Howard L. Butterfield.

WOMEN'S FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY - Mes, . F. Hetdes-
shott, Mrs, C. E. Byrkit, Mes, R D. Gosa. Mrs. Honry Johnston, Mrs, T. A.
Wright. Mes. L. D, Torrey, Mrs. W. B, Colling, Mrs. Helen K Seripps. Mre.
Edna Stelle, Mrs, E. C. Watkine.

MEN'S BROTHERHOOD AND FINANCE OFFICERS—C. 1), Lushy.
C. W. Ingledue, Bert Matthiesen, Chas, R. Blankenship, T. A. Wright, E. E.
Osgood, Dr. C. R. Lushv. A, W, Tower, Frank I, Taggart. Douzlas Powell,
Alfred Cate. Rex Truesdell, Dre. Verne Wilson. Edwin A. Ingham. Paul
Butterfield. Howard L. Butterfield. George H. Little, Harold W. Hart.
L. C. Tagpart.

No complete reconls were available fram which o comple thix list and ne doube

deserving ones will be amined, for which we are sonny. The arder in which numes appeas
tay or mav not e the elivanologics] ades,



In Memorniam
THE GOLD STAR BOYS

Ropenrr Cray Daken Reciann MaTriieses®
Tirovpore C Brows 1. Winraam Ons

Broce Brows® Enwix Stocomp®

Vi (. Browx Enwis R, STaurracues, Ju.
Grortr Duspas Truman M, STELLE

Jusse H. Frowen, Ju. Josern B Steens

Lowyt Kivear® Cnesten Voungoes®
Nomvan B, Keasien” E. Coyvpr Warkins®

Jack MackeNzie Focar Crakke Wineman

J. A, MaTnews

*Not moewbers of this chinroh



